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Ft. Belvoir, VA 22060-6201

Dear Mr. Tegnelia,

Please include the comments contained within this letter as part of the record for the Draft
Revised Environmental Assessment (EA) for Divine Strake. Your efforts to answer questions
posed by myself and members of the Utah Congressional delegation are appreciated, but many
important considerations remain unresolved. The Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA)
has been largely the cause of a great deal of anxiety and confusion throughout the western United
States and particularly in Utah.

From the moment when [ first learned about the proposal to detonate 700 tons of Ammonium
Fuel Nitrate Oil (ANFO) at the Nevada Test Site as part of a budget line calling for the nuclear
and non-nuclear weapons effects research, I strongly support DTRA's efforts to conduct research
into usable means to defeat Hard and Deeply Buried Targets. However, DTRA seems
commitied to pursuing a nuclear option that lacks Congressional support, would pose dangers to

our troops and would lead to unacceptable health and safety risks for those living downwind of
the NTS.

1. Purpose and Need
The stated Purpose and Need for Divine Strake (1.2) says that the desired results of the proposed

project include: (1) improve the scientific understanding of weapons effectiveness versus
collateral effects; (2) reduce geotechnical targeting uncertainties; (3) obtain a relevant full-scale
database for code validations; and (4) provide test beds to develop improved weaponeering
algorithms. Based on the information that you have provided directly to me and to my staff,
nothing I have seen indicates how the detonation of 700 tons of stationary ANFO assists your
agency in reducing targeting uncertainties. As I mentioned in my April 2006 letter to you, it is
simply not possible to deliver (or target) a 700 ton weapon, because such a weapon is too large
for all of the bombers in the U.S. fleet.
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